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Ranch life intertwined with movie chores for former 
Moab resident growing up near Fisher Towers by Sharon Sullivan

Film HappeningsFilm Happenings

Stan White experienced fi rsthand the workings of 
Hollywood while growing up 
on a cattle ranch along the 
Colorado River near Moab.

Legendary fi lm director 
John Ford had already been 
making movies in Monument 
Valley before turning his 
attention to Moab in the 
1940s. Stan’s father, George 
White, led Ford on a tour 
of the Moab area to scout 
for possible fi lm locations – 
including the 160-acre White 
Ranch that George owned 
with his then-wife Essie. The 
fi rst two movies shot in Moab – 
Wagon Master in 1949, and the 
1950 fi lm Rio Grande, starring 
John Wayne, were both made at 
the ranch. 

Before Stan was born in 
1958, the fi lm crew built a 
“fort” on the ranch property 
for the movie Rio Grande – 
leaving behind the structure 
after the movie was fi nished 
and the crew had returned 
to Hollywood. Stan and his 
cousins enjoyed playing on the 
old movie fort.

“We’d play cowboys 
and Indians, while riding our 
horses,” Stan recalled. By 
1956, Mary White (George’s 
second wife and Stan’s mother), 
had become instrumental in 
promoting the movie business 
in Moab. The White Ranch 
became the location for many 
movies over the years – often 
providing odd jobs for Stan as 
a teenager.

At 14, he was hired, along with his dog, to herd sheep 
to various set locations on the ranch during the fi lming of 
the 1972 movie Run, Cougar, Run. The sheep were rented 
from various local ranchers and kept at a ranch owned by 
George White’s nephew until it was time to begin the day’s 
fi lming. Starting at 4:30 a.m., Stan would bring the sheep 
from the ranch to the 
various set locations, 
then transport them 
back to the ranch at 
the end of the day. 
He earned $400 for 
two to three weeks 
work, he said.

“I enjoyed it as 
a kid – it was right 
up my ally, working 
with my border 
collie dog,” Stan 
said.

Additionally, as a teenager, Stan worked cleaning 
up fi lm sites after the Hollywood crew had returned to 
California. He also acted as an “extra” at times, and once 
fi lled in as a “stand-in” during the fi lming of Against a 
Croocked Sky when the regular stand-in person didn’t 
show up. 

Mountain� lm on Tour’s compelling cinema 
coming to Grand Junction, Nov. 19th By Sharon Sullivan

Each year Mountainfi lm on Tour brings a sampling from the Telluride Film Festival 
to various communities worldwide – including to the Avalon Theatre in Grand Junction, 
November 19. 

Event organizers show a curated list of fi lms from the festival, designed to “inspire 
healthy, just, and resilient communities,” said Adriane Moline, development associate 
for Western Colorado Alliance (WCA). The fi lms are just incredibly inspiring, and 
heartwarming, she said.

Western Colorado Alliance, a nonprofi t that works to empower people to come 
together to solve community issues, is hosting the Mountainfi lm on Tour to Grand 
Junction.

“We call it our fundraiser 
and friend-raiser because it’s an 
opportunity to get in front of a 
bigger community,” Moline said.

This year’s short movies 
include: A Mystical Ornithology, 
which takes place on a 46-acre 
farm in South Carolina where 
fi lm poet and ornithologist Drew 
Lanham exchanges calls with 
the blue jays, yellow-throated warblers, red-shouldered hawks on their stop at the farm 
during their seasonal migration; The Meloneers takes place in the town of Rocky Ford 
where, despite population decline and lower school enrollment, a high school wrestling 
program has created a legacy of winning wrestlers. 

Right to Risk is about the Adaptive Climbers Festival in Red River Gorge, where 
climbers with disabilities embrace their “fundamental right to risk.” In La Tierra del 
Valor the singer NEZZA makes her protest against ICE raids in Los Angeles by singing 
the national anthem in Spanish at Dodger Stadium on No Kings Day. Rodeo on Ice 
follows equestrian Britta Nancarrow as she assembles a training team to push her 
skijoring to the next level.

Jadiss Rodriguez, a guest from The Meloneers fi lm, will engage in a question and 
answer session with the audience during the event.

Tickets are $18.87 (includes Avalon fees) for adults, and $8.32 for kids. A silent 
auction will be set up inside the lobby, proceeds of which benefi t WCA. Doors open at 
5:30 p.m. to give attendees time to get a drink or snack, and peruse the silent auction. 
Film showings start at 7 p.m.

 Mountainfi lm on Tour is hosted worldwide by various organizations such as 
outdoor retailers, schools, and universities, theaters, local governments and individuals. 
Individual hosts can select from a designated playlist or curate their own set of fi lms to 
screen.

For tickets, visit: www.avalontheatregj.com/upcoming-events/mountain-fi lm

In the 1967 movie 
Blue, which was shot in 
Professor Valley and other 
nearby locations, Stan 
worked as an extra, acting 
as one of the settlers’ kids 
peeking out from behind 
boulders as other actors 
portraying Mexican 
bandits crossed the Rio 
Grande River (Colorado 
River).

Stan recalls his 
father discouraging him 
from getting into the 
movie business.  Instead, 

Stan White retired in 2020, from a career in the National 
Park Service, after working in Natural Bridges National 
Monument, Arches, and Mesa Verde National Parks, and 
other sites. He and his wife Jo reside in western Colorado.

Ten who dared. 
George E White & JQ Jones
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